
n	 Engage the assistant in a stimulating and supportive 
full-time working environment so they can enhance the 
linguistic and cultural knowledge of Australian students.

n	 Provide the assistant with the opportunity to gain 
classroom experience and cultural and linguistic 
understanding.

n	 Arrange a reasonable standard of accommodation 
allowing for adequate privacy and including access to  
a kitchen, bathroom, lounge and laundry facilities for the 
duration of the program. The assistant can be housed in 
homestay, private accommodation or boarding house.

n	 Provide meals for the full program duration (including 
school holidays). This may take the form of a stipend 
provided to cover food costs where meals cannot be 
easily provided.

n	 Provide daily transportation to and from school  
(if walking is not an option). This may take the form  
of an allowance to cover the cost of public transport.

The School’s Role
The School Language 
Assistant’s Role
n	 To support language teachers in the preparation  

and presentation of the school’s language program.

n	 To make a positive contribution to the linguistic  
and cultural benefit of the school’s students.

n	 To agree to and comply with the school’s  
workplace requirements.

n	 To be able to work with minimal supervision.

Contact WEP for further information and your school’s 
participation in the program. The benefits are outstanding for  
all involved — the students, the school and the assistant.
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The School Language Assistants Program (SLAP) is an 
approved program under the Australian Department of Home 
Affairs (DHA), that seeks to provide Australian schools with the 
opportunity of gaining a linguistic and cultural resource person 
from overseas for up to 12 months. Australian schools invite 
young people, who intend to pursue a career in teaching, to 
assist qualified Australian teachers in contemporary linguistic 
and cultural classroom activities and instruction. This valuable 
cultural exchange opportunity is offered to host schools for 
only a limited financial commitment and responsibility.

In 2014, The Australian Curriculum Assessment and Reporting 
Authority (ACARA) released Australian Curriculum: Languages, 
a guide to language instruction that each state is now in 
the process of implementing. Australia’s Federal and State/
Territory Governments have all, collectively and separately, 
recognised the value of teaching second languages and are 
now trialling this instruction from preschool levels. COAG 
signatories have committed to expanding language learning 
through the Melbourne Declaration on Educational Goals for 
Young Australians (2008) and COAG’s National Educational 
Agreement (NEA), updated 2012. Together with the National 
Asian Languages and Studies in Schools Program (NALSSP), 
these initiatives form the basis for the Australian Curriculum 
for Languages. Individual state/territory governments have 
released their strategies, including the Victorian Government’s 
Vision for Languages Education 2013–2025 that aims for 25% 
of all students in government and non-government schools 
to include a language in addition to English in their senior 
secondary program of study.

School Language 
Assistants Program (SLAP)

WEP Australia is ideally placed to assist primary and secondary 
schools with the provision of a School Language Assistant for 
periods of three months up to one year. WEP is an approved 
Temporary Activities Sponsor and will take on the assistant’s 
sponsorship where required. Furthermore, WEP’s international 
connections are critical to the recruitment, screening and 
approval of qualified participants.

WEP recruits suitable candidates that fulfil these criteria:

n	 Between the ages of 20 and 30 (inclusive).

n	 Intend to pursue a career in education in their home country.

n	 Current university students or recent graduates.

n	 Have less than 12 months teaching experience and are 
seeking to assist an Australian school’s language program 
and contribute to the school community’s cultural and 
linguistic awareness.

n	 Possess intermediate English language skills (as a guide a 
minimum IELTS score of 5.5 with no band score below 5.5) 
and are able to communicate adequately in the classroom  
and workplace environments.

n	 Have positive personal and professional references.

n	 Provide clear criminal history checks from their home  
countries and obtain relevant Working with Children  
Checks in Australia before participating in the program.

WEP Australia’s Role
n	 Demonstrate they enjoy a reasonable level  

of mental and physical health.

n	 Have access to adequate means of financial support  
for the duration of their stay on the SLAP program.

n	 Be native speakers of French, German, Italian,  
Spanish, Japanese or Mandarin.

n	 Show confidence and initiative to succeed  
socially in variable environments.

n	 Show flexibility and openness of approach  
to succeed in foreign environments.


