
REQUEST A FREE INFO PACK 
SMS ‘HOST’ TO 0428 246 633

HOST AN  
OVERSEAS  
EXCHANGE  
STUDENT
WELCOME THE WORLD INTO YOUR LIFE

LEARN AND DISCOVER THE WORLD



“We found the process of choosing our own student fantastic. We appreciated the visits 

and emails from our coordinator and the information packs have been very helpful. Thank 

you WEP for providing our family with an experience we’ll look back on with fond memories. 

It has given our own children a desire to travel when they are older and it has given us all 

lifelong friends in Valeria’s family.” 
Simon and Melissa, host parents of Valeria from Italy

Discover and enjoy the differences between  
two distinct lifestyles. Support an international  
teenager as they find out how to live, laugh  
and learn in Australia. Imagine:

n Gaining an international son, daughter,  
brother or sister.

n Having a photo taken of your home-cooked  
meal because it looks so amazing.

n Knowing someone who is astonished they can 
travel hours yet still be in the same country.

Every day is interesting, and some occasions  
very funny, when spent with an enthusiastic and 
inquisitive young mind. Realise what we take for 
granted: the smell of eucalyptus trees after rain,  
our vast space, a kookaburra’s laughter. Marvel  
as a young person masters Australian English…  
and our famous slang.

BECOME A  
HOST FAMILY

ABOUT YOU
WEP host families:
n Are generous and caring people.
n Are open and accepting of cultural 

differences.
n Are keen to learn more about other 

cultures and share their own.
n Are able to provide a safe  

and nurturing homelife.
n Are unpaid volunteers.

Host families come from all walks of life; 
some are young couples, people with  
young children, no children or grown up 
children. WEP’s network of host families 
stretches from small coastal towns, to big 
cities, to the bush and beyond. Whoever 
you are, wherever you live, as long as  
you’re excited to share and discover the 
cultures and traditions of your exchange 
student, WEP is looking forward to  
receiving your host family application.

Day after day hosting provides opportunities 
to discover the little differences that exist 
between our culture and that of another 
country. These differences will become  
new and interesting topics of conversation 
for everyone.

Over time, host parents find that they 
have a special place in the heart of their 
exchange student. It is not unusual for 
students to call their host parents ‘mum’ 
and ‘dad’ and to be heartbroken when 
it comes time for them to return to their 
home country.

Host families choose the student that they 
wish to host. Student profiles are available 
at WEP.ORG.AU/HOST or upon request.

“ My host family are sharing 
their life with me and I’m doing 
the same. The most beautiful 
thing is to cook for them and 
to show our different style of 
life and culture. I am sure that 
our relationship will remain 
throughout life, even if we  
will be on opposite sides of  
the world.” Camilla from Italy

IT’S IMPORTANT  
TO REMEMBER:
n It’s hard to adjust to a new language 

and culture and students need host 
families willing to show patience  
and kindness as they adapt to life  
in Australia.

n Your student hopes to become  
a member of your family.  
It’s important to extend the  
same rights and responsibilities  
to the student as you do to  
other household members.

n Your student is here to live the life  
of a local teenager, so your family 
is not expected to make lifestyle 
changes. In fact, your student is 
looking forward to learning about  
the way you live.



FOR FURTHER FAQ VISIT:

Exchange students are brave young 
people who want to experience a different 
culture, build character, increase maturity 
and learn to adapt and integrate into 
another way of life. They are students 
who think seriously about the future and 
who want to learn our language through 
daily exposure. WEP exchange students 
and their host families form part of a 
large network, that through the sharing 
of experiences, languages and cultures 
creates a global community.

WEP exchange students are aged 
between 15 and 18 years. The majority of 
students come from European countries, 
with some students coming from North 
and South American countries. The 
student attends school daily, in your 
locality or region.

The students who arrive in our country  
have deliberately made the decision to  
come here to live. Despite a multitude  
of possible choices, it is Australia where 
they wish to come, it is our culture they 
wish to get to know.

To be accepted into WEP Australia’s 
program the exchange candidates  
must possess the following qualities:

n Be socially mature enough to  
live apart from their parents and  
be ready to face a challenge.

n Be open to the unknown,  
flexible, resilient, resourceful,  
realistic and tolerant.

n Be emotionally and  
physically healthy.

n Be capable of accepting cultural 
differences without prejudice.

n Have enthusiasm and an  
adventurous spirit.

n Be aware of the efforts made  
by the host family, returning  
respect and recognition.

n Have satisfactory school reports.

n Have good English language ability.

“The experience of hosting a student through WEP has been a thoroughly  

positive one, enabling our family to experience a different culture and to highlight  

our own. We have expanded our family by one and this will be an enduring relationship.  

Our three young children refer to our exchange student as their sister, which to us  

highlights how integral a member she is in our family. To anyone considering hosting  

we would recommend opening your home, your minds and your hearts. It can only  

bring rewards for all.” 
Linda and Ben, host parents of Fanny from France

WHAT  
ARE YOU 
WAITING 
FOR?  
APPLY  
NOW!

MEET YOUR STUDENT



WEP Australia is proud to be a founding 
member of the Council of Australian  
Student Exchange Organisations 
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WHEN DO  
STUDENTS  
ARRIVE?
Most students choose to spend one 
or two semesters on exchange, but we 
also have a few students who come for 
one term only. Irrespective of program 
duration, students all arrive in late  
January or mid-July.

HOW IS THE  
PROGRAM  
FINANCED?
Students pay a program fee that covers 
the cost of international and domestic 
flights between their home country  
and Australian home, health insurance, 
orientations, and 24-hour support in  
each country. Governments mandate  
that host families are not paid for  
hosting WEP exchange students.

ARE THE  
STUDENTS  
INSURED?
Students are covered by the Australian 
Government’s mandatory health  
insurance — Overseas Students Health 
Cover — the equivalent of Medicare.  
Many students also have extra insurance.

WHAT DO HOST  
FAMILIES PROVIDE?
WEP’s wonderful host families offer a 
warm and welcoming home environment 
and food. Families are only expected to 
provide basic meals and are not expected 
to offer special or expensive foods that 
they wouldn’t normally eat themselves. 
Sometimes the students like to prepare 
a meal for their host families as a way of 
showing their appreciation and sharing 
their culture! Your exchange student 
is your new family member but you’re 
not expected to cover their personal 
expenses. The student will have their own 
spending money and should pay for all 
their expenses apart from family meals.

WHAT SUPPORT  
IS PROVIDED?
Host families have an extensive support 
network to call upon. Your main source of 
support will be a local WEP coordinator. 
Your coordinator is also a volunteer and  
is expected to get to know both your  
family and the student in order to ensure  
a pleasant experience for both parties.  
You can also contact WEP directly at any 
time. In the event of an emergency, both 
you and the student will be able to call  
our 24-hour emergency phone number.

FREQUENTLY 
ASKED QUESTIONS

We observe the Codes of Ethics and deliver the professional service standards demanded by membership of the organisations below:

HOW DO WE 
BECOME A 
HOST FAMILY?

 Choose your  
student and apply!  
Profiles are available  
at WEP.ORG.AU/HOST

 We’ll arrange  
a time to  
interview your 
family at home

 Prepare to welcome  
your new family  
member!


